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With Thanksgiving approaching and most
of 2020 behind us, I think it is a good time
to give a brief financial update on our Borough’s finances. As we all know, 2020 has
been a tough year on our local economy due
to the pandemic. Many of our residents have
lost their jobs or are on reduced work hours
working from home. There has been encouraging news with virus vaccines and treatments recently. Hopefully things will return
to normal in 2021.
The good news is the Borough’s property
tax collection rate has remained excellent at
97.56% across all 4 quarters. In the beginning of the pandemic we had serious concerns over cash flow due to the uncertainty
of our economy. We thank all our residents
and businesses for prompt payment of taxes.
We hope to end the year with budget surplus
and address some of the Borough’s pressing
needs related to the pandemic. We have received $165,000 in aid that will help us comply with Governor Murphy executive orders.
There is also more good news concerning our sewer department’s finances. We are
experiencing an under run of our budgeted
sewage charges owed to Raritan Valley Sewage Authority. The past 2 years we were hit
with significant overage charges depleting
our sewer department’s surplus. We hope to

end this year in a much better position due
to a normal rain fall year. As a reminder, if
your home has a sump pump hooked into our
sanitary sewer system for discharge, you must
disconnect it. This will save the Borough unnecessary charges which can be significant as
we seen in prior years.
As we head into the winter months, we
have begun to see a spike in the number of
positive Covid-19 cases here in town, across
our County and Nation. Please do your part
and practice the 3 W’s. Remember to Wash
your hands often, Wear a mask out in public
and Watch your social distance when near
others. Help stop the spread of this virus as
we await the release of a vaccine.
The Mayor and Council would like to wish
everyone a happy and safe Thanksgiving. Enjoy the time with your family members.
Until next month,
Richard M. Onderko

Manville Borough Holiday
Tree Lighting
December 4th @ 6pm
Our annual Holiday Tree
Lighting will take place on
Friday, December 4th at 6
pm. Meet us at the town clock
on S. Main Street. A special feature this
year will be to encourage attendees to bring
homemade, family themed, holiday ornaments to hang on the tree. We look forward to
seeing you on the 4th. Social Distancing will
be strictly enforced. Masks are required for
all. Rain date: Saturday, December 5th.

www.ManvilleNJ.org

Manville Borough
Becomes a Stigma-Free
Community
Mayor Onderko and the Borough Council
adopted resolution #2020-160 designating
the Borough of Manville as a Stigma-Free
Community.
This designation comes at the request of
the Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders, along with the Somerset County
Department of Human Services to designate
every municipality in Somerset County as a
Stigma-Free Community.
The Stigma-Free Campaign is an initiative
of the Somerset County Department of Human Services to raise awareness about the
tangible impact that mental health stigma has
in the community. Stigma, the practice of associating negative stereotypes with certain
conditions like substance use, or race or social class, creates barriers and challenges that
could be eliminated. Embracing a stigma-free
culture encourages dignity and respect for
residents of Somerset County, reduces fear of
judgment as a barrier, and celebrates
the differences that make our community diverse and multi-faceted.
Stigma-Free Communities aim
to inspire public interest and open
dialogues about stigma, raise awareness of
mental health and substance use disorders
and create a culture wherein residents feel
supported by their community and neighbors
and feel free to seek treatment for the disease
without fear of stigma.
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Manville Recreation Presents:

Ugly Holiday
Sweater Contest

WINTER EVENTS
DPW Snow Operation & Emergency Plan

With winter just around the
corner, the Department of Public Works has in place a snow
operation and emergency plan
for winter related events. To
properly snow plow streets from curb to curb,
residents are asked to remove all vehicles
from the streets. On “Emergency Streets”
(posted with signs indicating “No Parking
When Road is Snow Covered Tow Away
Zone”), residents are required to remove all
vehicles from the roadway once the snow begins to fall. Failure to remove a vehicle from
an “Emergency Street” will result in a traffic
summons and the vehicle being towed.
The Snow Emergency Plan will be dependent upon the nature of the storm. Roads are
pre-treated or treated as soon as snow begins to accumulate. The plowing operation
does not start until an accumulation of two
to three inches of snow. Emergency Streets
and main arteries are done first with one to
two passes performed on each street during
the storm. Curb to curb snow plowing is performed once the storm is over. When curbing
the streets, snow may be redistributed across
a cleared driveway. This is unavoidable and
it is suggested to residents that cleaning out
the end of a driveway be done after streets are
fully curbed. In accordance with Ordinance
#20917-1181, residents are to refrain from
putting snow into the streets; this is not permissible and creates a safety hazard.
For a listing of the Boroughs “Emergency
Streets” go to: www.manvillepd.org > Traffic
Related Service > Emergency Street List.

“What are those white
lines seen on the road
before a snow event?”
It’s called “brine” which is
a mixture of water and rock
salt. Less than a quarter of the mixture is rock
salt that is sprayed on dry roadways up to 48
hours before an anticipated snow event. This
pre-treatment gets into the tiny crevices of the
road, dries and acts as a barrier that stops the
snow and ice from bonding with the pavement. Rock salt applied to dry roads doesn’t
stay put very long; it bounces around and traffic causes it to be pushed to the curb line thus
not being effective.
Cost savings is one of the benefits of brine.
Because brine begins working immediately
on all the treated roads at the first snowflake,
safety measures for motorists are provided
in a timely manner. DPW employees can
then be dispatched to other critical storm
issues like plowing operations. Motorists are
strongly urged to always take the utmost caution when operating a vehicle in any winter
precipitation event including keeping a safe
distance behind any salt or brine trucks.
During anticipated snow events, the Department of Public Works will issue status
notices to the residents through the Code Red
reverse phone call system. These notices can
also be received on your cell phone, to your email or by text. If you are not already receiving these notices, go the Manville’s website
and click on “Code Red” and enroll to be kept
informed of any emergency situation or critical community alert.

Manville Rec is holding
an Ugly Holiday Sweater
Contest on Facebook. Get
“Likes” for the ugliest.
Choose from these categories, adults and youth
entries are: Ugliest Holiday Sweater, Brightest
Holiday Sweater, Most
Creative Holiday Sweater, Funniest Holiday
Sweater, and Best Family/Group Matching
Sweaters. Send a snapshot of yourself wearing the sweater to kmonto@manvillenj.org.
Include your name, address, phone, email,
and category. People will vote by “Liking”
entries in the “Ugly Holiday
Sweater Contest” album on
our Facebook page @ManvilleRecreation. We will tag
you when we upload the
photo so Like our page.
Your first name and photo
will be publicized for voting but all other information will be kept
confidential. Facebook “Likes” count as one
vote. The number of “Likes” will determine
the winners in each category. Participants
MUST be a Manville resident to participate.
Only one entry per person and you can win
only one prize. Entry must be received by
4:30pm on December 9th, 2020. Online voting will take place from December 11th to
December 22nd. Winners will be announced
on December 23rd and prizes will be awarded. All decisions by the Recreation staff will
be final. Pull out your ugliest holiday sweater
to enter!

The Hair House International
CVS Plaza • 333 South Main Street • Manville, NJ 08835

We Are a Safe Haven …
Our Salon Team is taking precautions to keep things
EXTRA CLEAN & STERILIZED for your safety and ours.
• All staff wear PPE. • Touchless thermometer checks & Credit Card machine.
• Large salon allows all stations to be 7-feet apart.
• Single use sterilized capes/cover-ups for each customer.
• All instruments & tools are sprayed or washed in BARBICIDE after each use.
• UV lights will be used periodically for sterilization.
• Masks will be worn by everyone during their entire service.
Before entering the salon, please pause in our foyer to
clean your hands and fill out safety forms.
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908.722.3024

www.thehairhouseint.com
Until further notice, for safety reasons
appointments are necessary.
Tues, Thurs, Fri: 9am-9pm • Wed 9am-3pm
Sat: 8am-3pm • Closed Sunday and Monday

Our stylists speak English, Polish, Russian, Ukrainian & Spanish.
Mowimy Po Polsku. Private Parking & Handicap Access

Follow us on Facebook @theHairHouseInternationalSalon
TO ADVERTISE CALL: 732-474-0107
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On the Drawing Board
It’s Time for Bright Lights 2020
It is that time of year when Manville is bright
with holiday lights!
The Manville Arts Council’s original socially distant annual fundraiser/contest
is here! Manville homeowners, register your holiday-decorated home for your
chance to win a fantastic prize. We will add your address to our official Bright
Lights Map for the community to enjoy and vote on their favorite home. Register
online at ManvilleArts.org.
To vote, purchase our official Voting Guitar Picks at
the Raritan Valley Habitat ReStore next to Walmart. Each
packet of 5 Picks will include a Rudolph Raffle ticket to
win a prize. This year we also have a variety of 3D Holiday
Glasses to enhance the viewing of the lights. They are $2 per pair.
Visit us online at ManvilleArts.org to register your home, purchase Voting Guitar
Picks, 3D Glasses, and read our FAQs. Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
@ManvilleArts for updates. Grab a Map, some Voting Guitar Picks, a pair of 3D
Holiday Glasses, and enjoy the lights from the comfort of your car. It is always a
great time in Manville!

Trunk or Treat was a Treat for Everyone

The Holidays are Here at the ReStore!

Find everything you need to celebrate the season:

Holiday dishes and glassware • Decorative Christmas trees and ornaments
• Unique gifts for family and friends

Bargain buys and vintage
finds that improve lives.
Furniture • Appliances • Cabinets
• Housewares • Accessories

25% OFF

Your order up to $100

Recreation had a really great Trunk or Treat Event. This was an
opportunity to safely enable the youngsters to come out and do some
trick or treating. We would like to thank the 14 people who were
trunkers and made it possible to keep those smiles on their neighbors’
faces. Everyone did a great job decorating their trunk and made for
an awesome event. We were able to provide each participant with a face mask and
T-shirt. Also, a big thank you to our volunteers who made this event a success.

Wreaths Across America
December 19, 2020

May not be combined with any other coupon or discount.
Limit one coupon per customer. No cash/credit back.
Not valid on prior purchases.
Offer expires December 31, 2020

Offer Code: NJAM1120

$25 OFF

Your order over $100

May not be combined with any other coupon or discount.
Limit one coupon per customer. No cash/credit back.
Not valid on prior purchases.
Offer expires December 31, 2020

Offer Code: NJAM1120

Volunteer and Help
Us Help Those in Need.

No matter your age or skill set, you can help.
Volunteering is a great way for
high school and college students to
earn their community service hours!
Cashiers • Pricing • Sorting
• Sales Floor • Receiving • Merchandising
• Repairs & Maintenance

What is a
Habitat ReStore?

Join us on December 19th at Sacred Heart Cemetery on
River Road in Hillsborough as we honor our hometown
veterans. Consider sponsoring a wreath. The wreaths are
$15 each. Go to www.WreathsAcrossAmerica.org/NJ0130 to
place an order. The deadline is November 30th. The wreaths
will then be placed on a veteran’s grave at Sacred Heart, SS Peter and Paul, and
Holy Ghost Cemeteries.

A Store that Builds Homes...
When you shop, volunteer or
donate to the Habitat ReStore, you
directly contribute to our mission
of providing affordable housing to
Somerset and Hunterdon County
families for better days ahead.

Store Hours: Tue.-Sat.: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
At the Marketplace at Manville, 110 North Main Street, Manville, NJ 08835
www.rvhabitatrestore.org | (908) 458-9770

9770505-02

VOTED “BEST OF THE BEST”

Pharmacy, Card & Gift Store in Central Jersey Your Neighborhood Pharmacy
That Has Something For Everyone

Senior Citizen Discount – Every Day!

732-356-3113

• Competitive Prices • Personal Service • ALL Prescription Plans Accepted • Extensive Vitamin Department with
experts to help you • Yearly medical reports – upon request Extensive Gift Department! We are fully stocked with
gift items & have NEW ARRIVALS DAILY! We have great gifts for weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, bridal showers,
housewarmings, baby showers, and all occasions.

Free Delivery 7 Days, No Minimum

433 West Union Avenue Bound Brook

Also Offering: • Fax Service on Premises • NJ Lottery • Stamps • Home Health
Care & Surgical Supplies, We can special order most items for you.

OPEN 7 DAYS • Monday – Friday: 9 AM – 9 PM • Sat: 9 AM–7 PM; Sun: 9 AM–6 PM • ALL HOLIDAYS: 9 AM–4 PM
CONVENIENT FREE STORE PARKING AT REAR OF STORE

www.unionavepharmacy.com
TO ADVERTISE CALL: 732-474-0107
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The Manville Public Library
100 South 10th Avenue, Manville, NJ 08835 | 908-722-9722 | SCLSNJ.org
All programs listed are virtual unless indicated otherwise. #BeSafeAtHome and explore these virtual programs and
more with the Somerset County Library System of New Jersey (SCLSNJ): sclsnj.libnet.info/events.

*Please note the Library will be closed December 24, 25, 31; January 1 for the winter holidays.

All Ages
Teen Classical Music Night
December 7, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Discover a virtual classical music performance from Somerset County high school
students. Register now: sclsnj.libnet.info/
event/4556862.
Songs of the Season: Performed by
Robin Greenstein
December 16, 7-8 p.m.
Connect with a performance of December
Holiday songs from around the world celebrating Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa,
and Yule. Register now: sclsnj.libnet.info/
event/4545440.

Children, Tweens, and
Teens
STEAM: 3D Snowflake (grades 1-4)
December 1, 4:30-5:15 p.m.
Discover cool facts about snow and create
a snowflake craft. Register now: sclsnj.libnet.
info/event/4525413.
Optical Illusions (grades 2-5)
December 4, 4-4:45 p.m.
Explore the world of optical illusions and
see if you can trick your brain. Register now:
sclsnj.libnet.info/event/4556685.
Passport to Reading (grades K-2)
December 4, 5-5:30 p.m.
Register
now:
sclsnj.libnet.info/
event/4547863.
Holidays Around the World (families)
December 5, 10-10:45 a.m.
Discover a performance that celebrates
the Lohri festival, St. Lucia Day, Hanukkah,
Kwanzaa, Christmas, and more. Register
now: sclsnj.libnet.info/event/4508343.
Hour of Code: Code With Anna and
Elsa (grades 2-5)
December 7, 4-5 p.m.
Help Anna and Elsa create snowflakes and
patterns and make a winter wonderland. Register now: sclsnj.libnet.info/event/4561038.
Story and Craft: Gingerbread Man
(families with children)
December 8, 4:30-5:15 p.m.
Explore gingerbread stories and make a
gingerbread house. Register now: sclsnj.libnet.info/event/4518261.
Laundry 101 (grades 9-12)
December 11, 3-3:45 p.m.
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Learn how to separate and properly fold
laundry. Register now: sclsnj.libnet.info/
event/4532986.
Friday DIY: Quilled Paper Card (grades
3-6)
December 11, 4-5 p.m.
Make a card for the holidays. Register now:
sclsnj.libnet.info/event/4558273.
Stay at Home Science: Lots and Lots
of Coins (grades K-3)
December 12, 1-2 p.m.
Explore basic chemistry through a science experiment using simple household
items. Register now: sclsnj.libnet.info/
event/4512401.
A Year in Reads (grades 6-12)
December 14, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Explore books that were released this year
and share favorite reads. Register now: sclsnj.
libnet.info/event/4515598.
Books and Bingo (grades K-2)
December 16, 5-5:30 p.m.
Hear a story and then play a round of
Bingo. Register now: sclsnj.libnet.info/
event/4549534.
Say Goodbye to 2020: Bullet Journaling (grades 6-12)
December 30, 4-6 p.m.
Celebrate the end of 2020 with an organized plan for 2021. Register now: sclsnj.libnet.info/event/4559656.

Adults
Navigating the FAFSA (teens, adults)
December 3, 7-8 p.m.
Learn the steps to filling out the form with
Lenny Mesonas, director of financial aid at
Raritan Valley Community College. Register
now: sclsnj.libnet.info/event/4498504.
Fraud Watch Network Basics: Presented by Cristina Anastasio of AARP
December 4, 2-3 p.m.
Explore resources and tools to help you spot
and avoid identity theft and other fraud. Register now: sclsnj.libnet.info/event/4525461.
Remembering Pearl Harbor
December 7, 7-8 p.m.
Remember the United States’ entry into
WWII. Register now: sclsnj.libnet.info/
event/4504139.
Christmas Lights of New York City:
Presented by Mario Medici
December 9, 7-8 p.m.
MANVILLE’S NEWS

Explore the streets of New York City
through photos. Register now: sclsnj.libnet.
info/event/4551728.
Andrew Carnegie: Man of Steel, Heart
of Gold
December 12, 2-3:30 p.m.
Learn about this legendary, controversial
figure and what drove him to accumulate,
then donate his fortune. Register now: sclsnj.
libnet.info/event/4503644.
Healthy Holidays
December 14, 7-8 p.m.
Explore tips to make healthy choices during the holiday season. Register now: sclsnj.
libnet.info/event/4521599.
Executive Presence in a Two-Dimensional World: Presented by Danielle
Adams
December 15, 7-8 p.m.
Discover ways to create your ideal image
as a leader. Register now: sclsnj.libnet.info/
event/4539485.
Keeping the Christmas Spirit in the
Victorian Era and Now
December 19, 2-3 p.m.
Delve into holiday treasures by Charles
Dickens. Register now: sclsnj.libnet.info/
event/4500937.

Manville
Seniors’
Digest
The Manville Senior Citizens meet at
noon on the second Thursday of each month
at the VFW on Washington Avenue. Membership is open to anyone age 50 or older,
residents and non residents. Meetings have
been canceled until further notice due to the
pandemic.
Check out our past activities on Facebook
@ManvilleSeniorCitizens. We hope to get
back to our trips and meetings in 2021.
President Petrone wishes everyone a
Happy Thanksgiving and to be mindful of
the governor’s directives. Continue social
distancing, maintain self-quarantine, hand
washing, use sanitizers and most of all wear
a mask. Stay safe and we will again gather as
a club in 2021.
TO ADVERTISE CALL: 732-474-0107
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Library System Provides Virtual Learning,
Engagement Opportunities for Somerset County
Adults

So that you can #BeSafeAtHome during
the pandemic, the Somerset County Library
System of New Jersey (SCLSNJ) has expanded virtual opportunities to keep adult
customers informed and engaged. “SCLSNJ
is excited to launch the Adult Learning and
Engagement portal, which pulls together the
vast number of virtual offerings available
to our community members,” said Cindy
Mangel, manager of branch services: adult
learning and community engagement, public
services. “During this time, as we are limited to where we can travel and how we can
gather together with friends and family, it has
become increasingly important to broaden
virtual services for the community. The Library System has always made it a priority
to offer programs and services that provide
opportunities to connect, explore, share, and
discover.”
Through the Adult Learning and Engagement portal, Library customers have the
ability to virtually connect to author talks
and concerts; experience virtual travel and
hobbies; discover numerous resources for
language learning; and explore health and
wellness tips.
Author talks and concerts
The Library strives to keep customers engaged by providing live and pre-recorded
programs that offer community members
the chance to connect with author talks and
musical performances. This winter, Library
customers will even have the chance to meet
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Caroline Fraser on February 8 at 7 p.m.

“All of these virtual service pages
are designed to accentuate focuses
that have developed during the pandemic,” said Darryl Voorhees, manager
of adult services, programming and collaborations, public services. “Author talks and
concerts epitomize the type of engaging content that we continue to provide.”
Travel and hobbies
“Self-care is a critical component of staying healthy,” said Voorhees. “That is one of
the many reasons that we added a travel and
hobbies focus to the Adult Learning and Engagement portal. The travel and hobbies page
serves as a virtual bridge to keep Library customers active in safe ways.”
The travel and hobbies webpage offers links
to online tours to a number of local attractions including the Brooklyn Botanic Garden
and The Museum of Modern Art (MoMA);
virtual tours of sights around the world like
Yosemite National Park and the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, in England; and a link to
Creativebug, an award-winning arts and craft
video resource featuring classes taught by design experts and artists.
“SCLSNJ’s expert staff compiled this exciting list of travel destinations and creative
resources in hopes that our customers will
discover new talents, activities, and destinations without any travel risks,” said Terri
Coss, adult services librarian.
Language learners
“According to Data USA , 31.2 percent of
Somerset County residents are speakers of a
non-English language, which is higher than

www.ManvilleNJ.org

the national average of 21.9 percent,” said Catherine DeBerry,
branch manager. “In an effort
to better serve those community
members interested in learning
English and support those who
desire to learn a second language as
the world becomes increasingly globalized, SCLSNJ curated relevant content for
language learners .”
The webpage, which was designed to
support diverse populations throughout the
county, includes links to the language learning resources Mango Languages and Rosetta Stone; digital news resources including
PressReader, which houses thousands of
publications in over 60 languages; and connections to community English language
learners (ELL) classes and organizations.
Health and wellness
Finally, the portal offers a section dedicated to health and wellness. This webpage
consists of live and pre-recorded health and
wellness based programs including meditation and yoga; connections to community
health resources; and links that can help Library customers locate a doctor or medical
professional that best meets their needs.
“The physical and psychological wellbeing of our communities is a matter of
paramount importance in a time of increased
vulnerabilities,” said Nicole Pascoe, civic
services supervisor. “We are optimistic that
this compilation of information will help
empower customers to stay informed on
health and wellness topics, especially during
the pandemic.”
Explore learning and engaging opportunities with your Library today: SCLSNJ.org.
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