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Mayor
Onderko’s
Corner

Richard M. Onderko
Mayor, Borough of
Manville
After what seemed like a long winter and
having encountered a very snowy February,
the recent springtime weather sure did feel
good. It was nice to see all the snow melt as
spring approaches. Hopefully the pandemic
will be over soon with the vast numbers of
Americans getting vaccinated and things
will return to the “old normal” as summer
approaches. Memorial Day will be upon us
before we know it and I am so looking forward to the Memorial Day Parade this year.
We must never forget the sacrifices of those
who paid the ultimate price for protecting our
freedoms.
As we recover economically from the pandemic, the latest Coronavirus aid package
out of Washington D.C. has included direct
aid to municipalities. We were recently notified that Manville will receive approximately
1 million dollars in Federal aid. This is aid
that comes directly to the municipal budget
to help offset revenue losses and stabilize our
property tax bills. This is great news for the
municipal budget since our state aid has not
increased 1 dollar in the last 4 years, yet expenses have increased for budget items like
employee pensions and health insurance.
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by Allison Derrick & Sophia Gosk (Cadette
Troop 60171)
About the Rocks
Cadette
T r o o p
60171 just
finished up
their Amaze
Journey. The
journey talked about first
impressions,
being
a
good friend,
adapting to
changes,
bullying,
healthy relationships
and improving communication. As part of
our Take Action Project we decided that we
wanted to spread positive messages, love, and
kindness throughout the town of Manville.
We painted rocks that were spread around the
parks, libraries, and around our schools that
share messages about kindness and the importance of friendship.
Be on the lookout for the next project we
will be working on...our Silver Award where
we will be recognizing our veterans.

www.ManvilleNJ.org

Our Local
Business Spot
Light
NORKYS

Pollos A La BrasaRestaurant

Norkys is located at 244 South Main Street.
Hours of operation are 11am-10pm seven
days a week. Norkys is a family-run business
with a second location in Perth Amboy, New
Jersey. They offer traditional Peruvian cuisine. Norkys specializes in rotisserie chicken
and offers a wide variety of appetizers and
main courses.
Stop in and try
the “Parrillada
Familiar” which
offers a family combination
of steak, pork
chop,
kebab,
roasted chicken
and salad. Norkys offers delivery and pickup.
Order online at
Norkys.net or
call
732-9520909 or 732952-0860. We
hope to see you
soon!

The Hair House International
CVS Plaza • 333 South Main Street • Manville, NJ 08835

We Are a Safe Haven …
Our Salon Team is taking precautions to keep things
EXTRA CLEAN & STERILIZED for your safety and ours.
• All staff wear PPE. • Touchless thermometer checks & Credit Card machine.
• Large salon allows all stations to be 7-feet apart.
• Single use sterilized capes/cover-ups for each customer.
• All instruments & tools are sprayed or washed in BARBICIDE after each use.
• UV lights will be used periodically for sterilization.
• Masks will be worn by everyone during their entire service.
Before entering the salon, please pause in our foyer to
clean your hands and fill out safety forms.
TO ADVERTISE CALL: 732-474-0107

MANVILLE’S NEWS

908.722.3024

www.thehairhouseint.com
Until further notice, for safety reasons
appointments are necessary.
Tues, Thurs, Fri: 9am-9pm • Wed 9am-3pm
Sat: 8am-3pm • Closed Sunday and Monday

Our stylists speak English, Polish, Russian, Ukrainian & Spanish.
Mowimy Po Polsku. Private Parking & Handicap Access

Follow us on Facebook @theHairHouseInternationalSalon
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How to Sign-Up To Receive “News Flash” Alerts From
the Borough of Manville

When items of importance are posted on the Borough website, sign up to receive email or
text to be notified. Choose which department(s) you want to receive. Here are directions:
1. Go to the Borough of Manville’s home page, (www.manvillenj.org) and click on “News
Flash Registration” in the Quick Links list on the left side of the page.
2. This link will take the resident to the “Notify Me” registration page.
3. The resident then enters their email address in the box at the top of the page and selects
“Sign In.” The box to receive HTML emails is automatically selected.
4. Should the resident also like to receive text message alerts, they would need to select the
box for mobile alerts and then enter their cell phone number.
5. After adding their email and cell phone number, the resident can then choose from the
list of which alerts they would like to receive and how they would like to receive them. For
instance, you can choose to only receive an email alert for DPW updates, only a text message
alert from the Recreation Department, or both an email and text alert for the Manville News News Flash.
6. The resident will receive an email with an “activation link” asking them to confirm their
subscription, before they will start receiving the alerts. An email will arrive for each registered
category and method of receipt. Residents are encouraged to check their junk or SPAM folder
for confirmation emails as well. Please remember to set your spam blocker to allow mail from
listserv@civicplus.com.

www.ManvilleNJ.org

Manville Borough
Completing Annual
Re-Assessment Program
The Borough of Manville entered into an
annual re-assessment program in 2017. This
program considers the current real estate
market and updates the assessed values of all
properties in the Borough each year. It should
be noted that the reassessment program does
require all of the properties in the municipality to be reviewed and potentially changed
annually, but there is a chance that your new
assessment may remain the same. This year,
due to substantial shifts in the residential
market, changes in many cases have been
larger than the historical average.
All property owners should now have been
notified of their 2021 assessment by the green
assessment notification post cards which are
sent out typically in mid-February, but were
delayed to the beginning of March this year
due to COVID-19. We apologize for this delay and anticipate a return to the earlier mailing date in 2022. The deadline for filing a tax
appeal is May 1st unless extended again by
the Division of Taxation as was done in 2020.
If you have any questions, please feel free
to contact the Assessor’s office at 908-7259478, Ext. 109.

Stay Informed and
Up-to-Date:
www.COVID19.NJ.GOV
Code Red is a reverse
911 emergency alert
system to your phone.
Sign up at www.
manvillenj.org.

Emergency
Alert
System
Stay informed! Sign up for Nixle
emergency alerts from the
Manville Police Department.
Text 08835 to 888777.
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DPW News
DPW Modified April 2021 Services
 Bulk Item Pick Up on April 13th
 Yard Waste Items will be picked up curbside April 6th and April 20th in accordance with
the guidelines.
 Saturday Grass Clipping Drop-Off at the Public Works Yards will on April 24th residents
can bring grass clippings to the DPW Yard between 8 am and noon.
To comply with the social distancing guidelines, residents will need to place or dump the
clippings in the appropriate dumpster. Grass clippings need to be in biodegradable paper bags
only; no plastic bags. An employee will be on site to only direct residents accordingly but
without any interaction.
In observation of the Easter Holiday, the Department of Public Works will be closed on Friday, April 2nd. Friday’s municipal waste will be collected on Thursday, April 1st.
The Borough of Manville and the Department of Public Works appreciates the cooperation
of the residents as we are all in this as one. Be safe and most of all due your part to stay healthy.
Should you have any concerns or questions, please contact the Department of Public Works
at 908-725-5512.

March 2021 Proclamations of the Mayor and Council
Celebrating:
• American Red Cross Month
• Women’s History Month
• Girl Scout 109th Anniversary Day
The complete proclamations are posted on the Borough’s website and were read into the
public record on March 8th, 2021: www.ManvilleNJ.org.

NJ American Water Infrastructure Improvement Plan
New Jersey American Water is committed to providing high quality, reliable water service
to our customers. This requires continually investing in our distribution system. As part of our
2021 Capital Improvement program the following streets in Manville Borough will have the
water infrastructure replace during the spring of 2021.
• South 15th Avenue between West Camplain Rd. and Roosevelt Ave.
• South 16th Avenue between West Camplain Rd. and Roosevelt Ave.
• North 5th Ave between Brooks Blvd. and Dukes Parkway
• South 4th Ave. From South St. to West Camplain Rd.
• South 5th Ave. from South St. to Pope St.
• South 6th Ave. from South Washington Ave. to Pope St.
• Pope St from West Camplain Rd. to Roosevelt Ave.
• South Washington Ave from South 3Rd to South 6th Ave.
• South Street from South 3rd St. to South 5th Street.
The existing water main on these streets date back to the early 1930’s and are at the end of
their lifecycle. Old unlined cast iron water mains have built up deposits that lead to discoloration, taste and odor issues and reduce fire flows to fire hydrants. These older pipes tend to fail
causing water main breaks in cold winter months and during the summer when demand is high.
These water main projects will include replacement of the water main in the street, replacement of all existing fire hydrants and replacement of service laterals to the curb line. New Jersey American Water will also install water meter chambers near the curb line where applicable
for each residence or business. Restoration of all disturbed areas will be scheduled when the
projects are complete.
These water infrastructure upgrades will provide clean dependable water service to our customers for many years to come. Construction is scheduled to begin in Mid-March and be completed by early May. Customers and business owners will be notified in advance when each
street is scheduled for construction.
TO ADVERTISE CALL: 732-474-0107
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From the Manville
OEM Director, John
Bentz
I hope this edition of the Manville’s News
finds you and your families doing well. It has
been one year since the COVID-19 Pandemic began to affect our everyday lives in the
Borough. Who would have thought that we
would be wearing masks while going out in
public, our children would be still doing virtual/hybrid learning and restaurants would be
at restricted capacities one year later?
As this article goes to print, Manville is
currently at 850 COVID cases and 19 COVID related deaths since we received notification of our first positive case on March 17,
2020. My hope is that vaccinations will start
to increase, and all our Manville Residents
will be able to receive it. Currently Somerset
County is the 5th highest in the state for vaccination rate.
In the last week Governor Murphy has
increased indoor dining, Houses of Worship, Gyms and Indoor Amusement back to
50%. While we are all anxious to get back
to a somewhat normal life, we still need to
remember to practice the 3 W’s while out in
public. Wear a mask, Wash your hands and
When possible keep your distance. If we continue to do these things and vaccinations continue our Governor will be able to increase
these capacities.
In closing, I would like to wish everyone a
Happy and Blessed Easter and look forward
to the Spring Season that is upon us.

Somerset County COVID
Vaccine Hotline
Residents 65 and older or their caregivers who would like to add the senior
citizen’s contact information to the waiting list can do so by calling the Somerset
County COVID Hotline at 908-231-7155,
or by filling out the online form at www.
co.somerset.nj.us/residents/covid-19status-site/covid-19-vaccinations/submitquestions.
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News and Events at the ManvilleHillsborough Elks

www.ManvilleNJ.org
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Hillsborough/Manville Elks Veteran delivery
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Another successful veteran furniture delivery for a newly placed homeless veteran out in Lebanon, NJ. Delivered by the little lodge that could, Manville-Hillsborough Elks BPOE 2119.
Thank you, Richard Turner, Rich Wessel, John Lynch, Ed Leib, Joe Hanover and
Joan Feno Leib.

Arbor Day is April 30, 3021. With the ongoing
pandemic, the Borough of Manville Shade Tree
Commission will hold a virtual Arbor Day event
on April 27, 2021 at 12 pm. Our Mayor, Richard
M. Onderko, will open the event with a Proclamation from the Borough and our Shade Tree
Commission will be planting a tree in Cooper
Park. Rain date is April 28th.

VOTED “BEST OF THE BEST”

Pharmacy, Card & Gift Store in Central Jersey Your Neighborhood Pharmacy
That Has Something For Everyone

Senior Citizen Discount – Every Day!

732-356-3113

• Competitive Prices • Personal Service • ALL Prescription Plans Accepted • Extensive Vitamin Department with
experts to help you • Yearly medical reports – upon request Extensive Gift Department! We are fully stocked with
gift items & have NEW ARRIVALS DAILY! We have great gifts for weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, bridal showers,
housewarmings, baby showers, and all occasions.

Free Delivery 7 Days, No Minimum

433 West Union Avenue Bound Brook

Also Offering: • Fax Service on Premises • NJ Lottery • Stamps • Home Health
Care & Surgical Supplies, We can special order most items for you.

OPEN 7 DAYS • Monday – Friday: 9 AM – 9 PM • Sat: 9 AM–7 PM; Sun: 9 AM–6 PM • ALL HOLIDAYS: 9 AM–4 PM
CONVENIENT FREE STORE PARKING AT REAR OF STORE

www.unionavepharmacy.com
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Manville Recreation News
From the desk of Ronald Cefalone, Recreation Director

2021 Vision for Manville Recreation Department
The Borough of Manville, Recreation Department has been actively monitoring and
responding to COVID-19 and the effects it
has on providing recreational opportunities
to the Manville community. The department
urges the community to do their part when
visiting Borough parks and facilities, and
to follow the CDC guidance to prevent the
spread of the infectious disease COVID-19
pandemic by maintaining a safe distance between yourself and other groups.
Our department is looking for a very active
and safe remaining 2021. We are looking to
continue a smaller version of Weston Sum-

mer Camp, the opening of Borough pools and
many new and exciting sports programs and
clinics. We are also planning our annual Community Day 2021.
Parks and Playgrounds are presently open
at this time. Please remember to use safe practices: remain socially distant from others not
in your family, regularly clean your children’s
hands, and when possible, use an antibacterial wipe on the playground equipment your
children have touched.
The Papawick Park tennis court is also
open and ready for players.

We are exited to share many news events
and programs as the year unfolds. You can
sign up now for the following programs: soccer, t-ball, girls’ softball, and basketball. We
can’t wait to see you on Manville’s fields!
Please continue to visit our recreation
Facebook page @ManvilleRecreation and
the Borough web site for updated programs
at www.manvillenj.org/308/Recreation.
The Borough of Manville Recreation Department’s mission is to enhance the quality of life by improving personal health and
strengthening the community.

Steven Buhler Carpentry
& Home Improvements
Handyman Services

• Custom Carpentry
• Design & Build
• Painting
• Powerwashing
• Tile & Masonry
FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

908-722-7316

• Decks
• Kitchens & Baths
• Windows & Doors
• Laminate Flooring
• Yard Clean-Ups &
Debris Removal

Design ● Build ● Maintenance ● Snow Plowing
● One Source Lawn Care: Maintenance, Mulch & Stone, Fertilizer, Seeding
● Shrub & Tree Service: Plantings

● Preventative Weed Maintenance
● Paver Restoration

● Construction: Walkways & Driveways, Patios, Retaining Walls, Drainage Installation

● Certified: Interlocking Concrete Paving Institute National Concrete Masonry Association

Serving Central Jersey • Lic# 13VH06466500

sbuhlercarpentry@gmail.com
www.stevebuhlercarpentry.com

TO ADVERTISE CALL: 732-474-0107
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908-874-0148 • www.aevlandscaping.com
Voted Best of the Best by Courier News Readers
PO Box 6253, Hillsborough, NJ 08844

Home Contractors Lic. #13VH04548300
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From the Desk of Borough Clerk and Deputy Registrar,
Wendy Barras

Voter Registration
The Primary Election is scheduled for June
8, 2021. The deadline for voter registration to
vote in the Primary is May 18, 2021. In order
to register to vote, one must meet the following criteria:
1) A person who will be eighteen years
of age or older at the time of the next
ensuing election.
2) A person who is a United States
Citizen.
3) A person who is a resident of the State
of New Jersey and of the County at
least thirty (30) days before election.
Voter registration in New Jersey is permanent, provided the voter remains at the same
address that they have registered in. Once a
voter moves within the County, they must file
a change of address notice with the Somerset
County Board of Elections. If a voter moves
to another County or State a new registration
form must be completed. Voter registration
forms are available on the Manville Borough

website, www.manvillenj.org; at the Clerk’s
office at Borough Hall; or through the Somerset County Board of Elections. Voters who
have never voted in any Primary election are
“Undeclared Voters”. Should they wish to
vote in a Primary election, they must declare
their political party, either Democrat or Republican. This can be done on the voter registration application or at the polling location
on the day of the Primary. If a Voter wishes
to change their political party affiliation or
declare themselves “Unaffiliated”, they must
file a declaration of party affiliation with the
County Commissioner of Registration at least
fifty-five (55) days prior to the Primary election should they want vote for that party in
the Primary. If they affiliate themselves with
a political party for a particular Primary, they
may file a declaration at any time following
that election to return to “Unaffiliated”.
Any questions regarding voter registration
may be directed to the Borough Clerk’s office
or the Somerset County Board of Elections.

Did You Get Your Girl Scout Cookies Yet?
Daisy Troop 60158 was recently at Fire Company #2
in their cookie truck! Look for them around town.
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MAYOR continued from page 7
The 2021 budget cycle is underway and
everyone who owns property in town should
have received their green property tax assessment postcards in the mail. The overall town
valuation is up 7.68% with residential real
estate values increasing 8.53%. The average
home value for the Borough is now $264,992
for 2021.
Our annual re-assessment program is now
entering its 5th year of operation. We agreed
to this new program back in 2017 at the advice of the Somerset County Tax Board. We
were the 16th town of the 21 towns in Somerset County to join and perform annual reassessments of 20% of the town each year.
The two biggest benefits of this program are
to keep one’s home value as close to 100%
of market value based on recent comparable
home sales and in return, to help reduce the
number of successful property tax appeals
filed with our tax assessor.
For 4 years leading up to implementing
this new approach the Borough encountered
1,200 tax appeals and most were successful.
We ended up refunding hundreds of thousands of dollars during that time frame which
put a strain on financial operations and cash
flow. The past few years we have encountered
a significant drop in tax appeals which shows
the new annual program is working. The tax
assessor under this new program can adjust
all assessed home values town-wide once a
year, whereas under the old program that was
not allowed.
The current tax rate of 3.149 applied in
2020 should decrease in 2021 based upon
the new higher valuation of the town’s real
estate. The new rate will be determined in
weeks ahead as it depends on the tax levies of
the school district, Somerset County government and the municipality once 2021 budgets
are adopted.
The Council members, along with myself
as your Mayor, have brought a fiscally conservative approach to running our municipality the past few years and it is beginning to
show. In 2020, Manville had the 19th lowest
“on average” property tax bill of all 21 towns
in Somerset County. Keeping our property
tax bills relatively stable by abiding by a 2%
hard cap on increasing the municipal tax levy,
that equates to about a $50 increase per year
on an average valued home in town. Keeping
Manville affordable is a top priority of mine
since we still have an on-going property tax
crisis in the state of New Jersey.
I would like to wish everyone a Happy
Passover and Easter!
Until next month,
Mayor Richard M. Onderko
TO ADVERTISE CALL: 732-474-0107

Manville’s News

A Purple Heart Community

www.ManvilleNJ.org

The Manville Public Library
100 South 10th Avenue, Manville, NJ 08835 | 908-722-9722 | SCLSNJ.org

All programs listed are virtual unless indicated otherwise. #BeSafeAtHome and explore these virtual programs
and more with the Somerset County Library System of New Jersey (SCLSNJ): sclsnj.libnet.info/events.

VIRTUAL PROGRAMS FOR
ALL AGES

VIRTUAL PROGRAMS FOR
ADULTS

A Piano Recital With Dennis Kobray
April 29, 7-8 p.m.
Connect with the music of world’s most
famous and beloved composers. Register
now: sclsnj.libnet.info/event/4560591.

Vikings: Seafaring Warriors
April 8, 2-3 p.m.
Explore the basics of Norse culture. Register
now: sclsnj.libnet.info/event/4711412.
The 1964 New York World’s Fair: Presented by Jason Scappaticci
April 12, 7-8 p.m.
Discover the history of the fair. Register
now: sclsnj.libnet.info/event/4637241.
The Mythology of Gods and Heroes in
the Ancient Roman Garden
April 13, 7-8 p.m.
Explore the meaning of the presence of gods
and characters in Roman gardens. Register
now: sclsnj.libnet.info/event/4576890.
Career Connections: With the Greater
Raritan Workforce Development Board
April 14, 11 a.m. - noon
Explore a host of free services designed to
help job seekers. Register now: sclsnj.libnet.
info/event/4711077.
Roosevelt’s Tree Army: The History of
the Civilian Conservation Corps
April 16, 2-3 p.m.
Learn about the New Deal program that left
a lasting impact on the nation. Register now:
sclsnj.libnet.info/event/4662910.
Duke Gardens, a Treasure Remembered: Presented by Dorothy Smullen
April 20, 7-8 p.m.
Discover the history of the Hillsborough
gardens. Register now: sclsnj.libnet.info/
event/4571109.
Over 50 Years of Earth Days: Success
and Challenge in Protecting New Jersey’s Environment
April 22, 7-8 p.m.
Presented by the Conserve Wildlife
Foundation. Register now: sclsnj.libnet.info/
event/4585620.
Job Search 101 for English Language
Learners: Presented by Paul Grzella
April 28, 11 a.m. - noon
Explore the board’s resources. Register
now: sclsnj.libnet.info/event/4711095.
New Jersey in the American Revolution: Presented by Professor Mercantini
April 28, 7-8 p.m.
Discover why the Garden State was
called the Crossroads of the American

VIRTUAL PROGRAMS FOR
CHILDREN, TWEENS, AND
TEENS
Meet the Author: Shveta Thakrar
(grades 9-12)
April 7, 1-1:45 p.m.
Virtually meet the literary award-winning
author. Register now: sclsnj.libnet.info/
event/4718746.
Artes y Manualidades (Kids Crafts)
(grado 2-4) (grades 2-4)
April 10, 2-2:45 p.m.
Crea una manualidad simple inspirada por
un cuento. (Create a simple story-inspired
craft.) Register now:
sclsnj.libnet.info/
event/4701846.
Project Green: The Facts on Forest
Fires and Light Pollution (grades 4-12)
April 17, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Explore facts about the environmental
concerns, followed by an activity. Register
now: sclsnj.libnet.info/event/4705572.
Blossoming Trees (grades K-3)
April 19, 3-3:45 p.m.
Discover the importance of trees in your
town and neighborhood. Register now:
sclsnj.libnet.info/event/4706117.
Bilingual English/Spanish Storytime
(families)
April 20, 5-5:30 p.m.
Connect with stories and songs in a mix of
English and Spanish. Register now: sclsnj.
libnet.info/event/4674353.
Gus Goes Green: A Planet Earth Adventure (grades Pre-K to 5)
April 22, 4:30-5:15 p.m.
Celebrate Earth Day with a STEM-inspired
adventure. Register now: sclsnj.libnet.info/
event/4651475.
Sensory Time: STEAM Edition (families
with children)
April 24, 10:30-11 a.m.
Connect in an inclusive environment
designed for persons with disabilities. Register
now: sclsnj.libnet.info/event/4702277.
TO ADVERTISE CALL: 732-474-0107

MANVILLE’S NEWS

Revolution. Register now: sclsnj.libnet.info/
event/4570630.
Housing and Credit Counseling Workshop: Presented by Shirley Abreu,
Certified Credit Counselor
April 29, 2-3 p.m.
Discover the basics of budgeting,
consumer rights, and more. Register now:
sclsnj.libnet.info/event/4723313.

Explore the Adventures of
Bad Kitty With Author and
Illustrator Nick Bruel and
Your Library
Digitally meet Nick Bruel, the author and
illustrator of the Bad Kitty series, with the
Somerset County Library System of New
Jersey (SCLSNJ) on April 28 at 3 p.m.,
through a virtual program and discover an
interactive drawing demonstration of Bad
Kitty and a Q&A session.
Bruel, who discovered his passion for
drawing and writing simultaneously, grew
up admiring classic comic strips, including Charles M. Schulz’s Peanuts, and the
early Popeye comics created by Elzie Crisler
Segar.
“I became a real devotee to the whole history of comic strips,” Bruel said. “When I
was young I wanted to be a cartoonist. And,
this is what I dedicated all of my free time to,
even when I was in grade school, and I would
continue this until college.”
Although Bruel’s initial goal was to create
a syndicated comic strip after he graduated
college, he began working at bookstores,
where he drew the correlation between cartooning and children’s books.
In 2005, Bruel’s first book in the Bad Kitty
series, simply titled “Bad Kitty,” was published. In Kitty’s first adventure, she misbehaves because she does not want to eat her
vegetables after she learns that there is no
more cat food in her house.
The Bad Kitty series was first published
in 2005 as a picture book, but the series has
evolved into a variety of formats including
chapter and activity books. Bad Kitty’s com-

BAD KITTY continues on page 14
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Digitally Delve Into True-Crime, History With New York Times Best-Selling Author
Lisa Wingate and Your Library

Lisa Wingate

Meet New York Times best-selling author Lisa Wingate through a
virtual program with the Somerset
County Library System of New Jersey (SCLSNJ) on May 1 from 2-3
p.m.
“SCLSNJ is privileged to welcome New York Times best-selling
author Lisa Wingate,” said Christopher Korenowsky, director of
public services. “Her impressive
writing resume includes over 30
novels with the most recent publication being ‘The Book of Lost
Friends’ from earlier this spring.
Avid readers will definitely want to
put Ms. Wingate’s program in 2021

on their personal calendars.”
During the program, Library customers will have the opportunity to
explore Wingate’s life and works, including her best-selling true-crime
novel 2017’s “Before We Were Yours.”
“Before We Were Yours,” which has sold over one million copies worldwide, is based on one of America’s most notorious real-life
scandals: Georgia Tann and the children’s home she operated from the
1920s-50s.

“As a former journalist, I always have my radar up for a story,”
said Wingate. “I never know where I’ll come across one, but I know
it when I hear it.”
Wingate was inspired to write the novel after indulging in a latenight rerun of “Investigation Discovery: Dangerous Women.”
“I tuned in and immediately became fascinated by the bizarre,
tragic, and startling history of Georgia Tann and her Memphis
branch of the Tennessee Children’s Home Society,” she said. “One
of the most shocking things about the story was how recent it was.
After watching the segment, I literally could not clear the images
from my mind.”
The author of 33 novels and counting also finds herself drawing inspiration from her own life experiences and family members.
“Tending Roses,” her first mainstream novel that she calls her “sentimental favorite,” was inspired by her grandmother and the stories
she shared.
“There are bits of real people and experiences in each of my novels,” said Wingate. “[‘Tending Roses’] was inspired by my grandmother, who was a survivor, a woman ahead of her time, and a
wonderful storyteller. While the story is fictional, the grandmother’s stories in the book are my grandmother’s stories.”
Connect with Wingate, her stories, and your Library: sclsnj.libnet.info/event/4598691.

BAD KITTY continued from on page 13
ic adventures range from her going to obedience school in “Bad Kitty: School Daze” and
running for president of the Neighborhood Cat
Coalition in “Bad Kitty for President.”
As for the future of Bad Kitty, Bruel states
that he doesn’t think that he will “ever truly
step completely away” from the character. He is
currently working on completing the next book
in the series, “Bad Kitty Gets a Phone.”
“[The book] is very much about how young
minds wrestle with technology today, including my daughter,” he
said. “I sometimes find themes or the topics that I want to explore,
and then let the book shape itself.”
Connect with Bruel and Bad Kitty with your Library: sclsnj.libnet.info/event/4652009.

Welcome Spring with…

Fresh Flowers!
We Offer Contactless
Delivery and Pickup!

732-356-9377

WAYNE P. SCOTT

WE DELIVER!

MASONRY

www.AMFLOR.com
Colors of the
Rainbow Vase
T282-9A

BLOCK • BRICK • CONCRETE

REPAIR WORK NEATLY DONE

Senior Discounts

Seasonal Savings
$

CONSULTING SERVICES

5.00 OFF

Color Me
Cute Cube
TSD03-1A

Valid on any order. Minimum purchase $39.95.
Cannot be combined. Expires 4/30/2021

Must mention code “MN2021”

Exceeding Expectations Since 1973...with Local & Nationwide Delivery

227 West Union Ave, Bound Brook (Route 287 Exit 13) Store Hours: M-F 8-5, Sat 8-1
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Advice on Existing Problems with the
Most Affordable Solutions

Over 50 Years
Experience
Experi
ence

MANVILLE’S NEWS

Every Job a Specialty!

732-968-5230
NJ State Lic# 13VH00096100

TO ADVERTISE CALL: 732-474-0107

